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seums, for the sum of thirty-seven thousand two hundred and 
fifty dollars, subject to certain incumbrances; and upon his 
motion it was unanimously Resolved, that the Society ratifies 
the purchase made in its name by the Committee, and that the 
Committee be authorized to take all necessary measures for 
carrying it into effect Other resolutions were also adopted 
on motion of Dr. Patterson, making provision for paying the 
purchase money, and constituting a Committee to make ar- 
rangements for the accommodation of the Society in the new 
building, &c. This Committee consists of Dr. Patterson, Dr. 
Bache, Mr. Kane, Mr. Richards, and Dr. Hays. 



Stated Meeting, August 20. 
Present, twenty-two members. 

Mr. Du Ponceau, President, in the Chair. 

Letters were received and read — 

From Major Edward Sabine, dated Woolwich, May 19, 
1841, and from George Bancroft, Esq., dated Boston, July 10, 
1841, making acknowledgments for the honour of their elec- 
tion to membership: — 

From the Cambridge Philosophical Society, dated May 24, 
1841; the Royal Asiatic Society, dated November 7, 1840; 
and the Geological Society of London, dated May 20, 1841, 
acknowledging the receipt of copies of the Society's Transac- 
tions and Proceedings: — 

From the Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller, of Princeton, dated July 
5, 1841, and Mr. Moncure Robinson, dated May 23, 1841, ac- 
companying donations to the Society's Library: — 

From His Excellency the Chevalier Pierre de Gotz, 
Counsellor of State, &c. &c, dated St Petersburg, ££ June, 
1839, accompanying donations to the Library from the Im- 
perial Academy of Sciences, from the Minister of Public 
Instruction of Russia, from Admiral Schisckow, and from 
himself, and requesting the Society to distribute, on behalf of 
the Imperial Academy, four copies of a work, entitled "Untur- 
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suchungen viber die Sprache," &c, in 3 vols., published under 
its auspices. 

This letter gives an interesting account of the extent to 
which the system of public instruction obtains in Russia. Re- 
ferring to the work, entitled " Enumeration of Schools," &c, 
which was transmitted with it, the writer says: — 

It gives me pleasure to offer you this work as an official document, 
containing statistical details that are sufficiently curious, and the re- 
sult of which may appear to you surprising. 

Foreign statisticians, reckoning only those establishments which 
are under the direction of the Ministry of Public Instruction, had esti- 
mated the number of scholars in Russia, compared to that of the po- 
pulation, as 1 to 700. It is evident that this estimate must be funda- 
mentally wrong, since no place in the calculation is given to the 
schools, and other establishments, under different control from that of 
the Ministry of Public Instruction. Government having caused an 
inquiry to be instituted on this subject, the result was, that, not count- 
ing the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Finland, the 
number of scholars in 1834, compared with that of the inhabitants, 
was as 1 to 210. But in this calculation were still not comprised the 
schools founded at the churches and convents of the Graco-Russian 
confession, the peasant schools in the Baltic Governments, the youth 
who enjoy domestic education, the individuals to whom the priest- 
hood teaches writing and the catechism, besides 3668 Jewish and 
398 Mahometan schools. When in addition to this it is considered, 
that since the year 1834 many new schools, especially primary 
schools, have been established, and that the number of scholars in 
the inferior classes of all the schools has so increased that it has be- 
come necessary to divide the classes into sections, we may with suffi- 
cient certainty estimate that there is now in Russia a scholar for 
45 individuals, at Moscow 1 for 35, and at St. Petersburgh 1 for 
every 19. 

Letters were also received and read — 

From Mr. Du Ponceau, dated August 20, 1841, communi- 
cating the letter of M. de Gotz: — 

From Mr. D. B. Warden, dated Paris, June 18, 1841, in re- 
lation to the history of certain gentlemen, formerly members 
of this Society: — 

From Dr. William B. Stevens, of Savannah, to Dr. Dungli- 
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son, Secretary of the Historical and Literary Committee, dated 
August 20, 1841, in relation to the materials which he has col- 
lected for his History of the State of Georgia, and inviting aid 
in making further collections. 

The belief, he says, that there may be in the keeping of the Philo- 
sophical or Historical Societies of Pennsylvania, some papers or docu- 
ments, some written or published records, pertaining to this period, has 
induced our Board to apply for the use of whatever are to be found. 

There have been many interesting ties subsisting between Penn- 
sylvania and Georgia. In the founders of their respective colonies, 
there was a harmony of plan which proved the accordance of their 
natures, and in their treatment of the aborigines, the humanity and 
moderation of each made him eminently conspicuous. Penn and 
Oglethorpe were the noblest examples of lenity towards the Indians 
in the history of the settlement of British America. The character 
of the early settlers of the two colonies is analogous in many respects, 
and closely interwoven. There emigrated to both of them large 
masses of Germans, Saltzburgers and Moravians, coming from one 
Fatherland, holding one creed, and bound together by identical do- 
mestic habits : they separated in consequence of poverty, in America, 
but still bore the lengthened and not ruptured chain of friendship 
along with them. The town of Bethlehem, in Pennsylvania, was 
settled by Moravians from this colony in 1741, under the guidance 
of their good Bishop Nitchman. In the labours of Whitfield we find 
another bond of interest, and the large contributions to his Georgia 
Orphan House, which he obtained in your state, evinced the reality 
of its interest in the rising colony of the south. Franklin, the im- 
mortal Franklin ! was another link to bind us together. For a series 
of years he was the agent of this province, acting as her solicitor in 
England, and his letters to friends in Georgia, could they all be 
recovered, would constitute a most desirable possession for our citi- 
zens. (Three of them, together with his account against the state 
of Georgia for services rendered her in London, all in his own hand 
writing, were fortunately found a few days since, among some old 
papers in the loft of a counting-room, but the greater part of his cor- 
respondence is irrecoverably gone.) These, with other facts, which 
might be mentioned, are ties which bind us together over and above 
the common sympathies which we entertain as members of the same 
great nation. 
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The following donations were announced: — 



FOR THE LIBRARY. 

U. S. Congressional Documents, 1st Sess. 26th Congress. 21 Vols. 
8vo. — From the Secretary of State. 

Ancient Laws and Institutes of England. 1840. Fol.— From the 
Commissioners on the Public Records of the Kingdom. 

Report on the Invertebrate Animals of Massachusetts. Cambridge, 
1841. 8vo. — From the Legislature of Massachusetts. 

Ancient Geography of the Russian Empire. 2d Ed. St. Peters- 
burg, 1838. 8vo. — From the Imperial Academy of Sciences of 
St. Petersburg. 

Russian Grammar. By Alexander Wostokoff. St. Petersburgh, 

1839. 8vo. — From the same. 

Abridged History and Geography of Servia. By Demetrius Momi- 
rovitch. St. Petersburgh, 1839. 8vo. — From the same. 

Commentationes Societatis Regies Scientiarium Gottingensis Recen- 
tiores. Vol. VI. Gottingen, 1828. 4to. — From the Society. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Vol. XIV. Part 2. 

1840. 4to. — From the Society. 

Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London. Vol. X. 
Part 3. 1841. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, N. S. Nos. 19, 20, 21. 
Calcutta, 1840. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Boston Journal of Natural History. Vol. HI. No. 4. 1841. 8vo. 
From the Boston Society of Natural History. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Aug. 1841. 8vo. — From the 
Institute. 

Constitution of the National Institution for the Promotion of Science, 
as amended. Washington. April, 1841. — From the Institu- 
tion. 

Records of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 
Philadelphia, 1841. 8vo. — From the Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. 

Minutes of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. 1841. 8vo — From the same. 

Tracts. — Tentamon Medico-Botanicum de Plantis Cichoraceis. Pri- 
ma? Linea? Technologic Generalis. Radix Plantarum mycetoi- 
dearum. De Fructificatione Generis Rhizomorphae. De Linguae 
Latinos usu, a medicis temere neglecto. Commentatio super Ve- 
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ronicis Spicatis Linnsei. De Respiratione Sepiae Officinalis. 
Esquisse du Systeme d'Anatomie, &c. Par Oken. — JFVom 
Prince Maximilian de Wied Neuwid. 

Institut Royal de France: S6ance Publique Annuelle des cinq Aca- 
demies. 3 Mai, 1841. 4to.— From Mr. D. B. Warden. 

Institut Royal de France : Stance Publique Annuelle de 1' Academic 
des Sciences, Morales et Politiques. 15th May, 1841. 4to. — 
From the same. 

Soci6te Royale et Centrale d' Agriculture : — Compte-rendu des tra- 
vaux de la Soci6te, Seance Publique, 18 Avr. 1841. Bulletin 
des Seances, Compte-rendu Mensuel, 6th Jan. 1841. Notice 
Biographique sur M. Huerne de Pommeuse. Rapport sur les 
travaux de MM. Gossin. Notice Biographique sur M. Jean- 
Pierre Labb6. Memoire par M. le Baron de Riviere, sur les 
Poissons, &c. Rapports sur divers concours, &c. &c. — From 
Mr. D. B. Warden. 

Tracts. — Trait6 de Commerce entre la France et la Hollande. Lettre 
de M. Joseph Clerc. Observations des Delegues du Commerce 
Maritime, &c— From the same. 

Divers Trait6s, par M. Jomard. — From the Author. 

Etwas fiber die Natur-Wunder in Nord America, zusammengetragen 
von Charles Cramer, &c. &c. &c. St. Petersburg, 1840. 8vo. 
From the Author. 

Ta Tsing Leu Lee; being the fundamental laws, &c. &c. of China, 
translated by Sir George Thomas Staunton, Bart. F. R. S. Lon- 
don, 1810. 4to. — From Mr. Benjamin F. French. 

Chinese Magazine. By Gutzlaffand others. 2 Vols. 8vo. — From 
the Rev. C. Gutzlaff. 

Brief Account of Jesus Christ, &c. in Chinese. By C. Gutzlaff. 
8vo. — From the same. 

Portfolio Chinensis, or a Collection of Authentic Chinese State Pa- 
pers, illustrative of the History of the Present Position of Affairs 
in China. By J. Lewis Shuck. Macao, 1840. 8vo. — From 
Dr. Diver. 

History of the United States, in Chinese, by Bridgman. History of 
the Jews, in Chinese, by Gutzlaff. Chinese Missionary Tracts, 
by Gutzlaff. Macao. 4 Vols. 8vo.— From the same. 

Malay Idiomatic Phrases. — From the same. 

A Brief Grammatical Analysis of the Grebo Language. Dictionary 
of the Grebo Language. Matthew's Gospel in the Grebo Lan- 
guage. Baibli ah Histori, in Grebo. The Life of Christ. The 
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Grebo Hymn Book. 1840. 6 Vols.— From Lieut. Godon, U. S. 
Navy. 

De la Literature et des hommes de lettres des Etats Unis d'Ame- 
rique, par Eugene A. Vail, &c. &c. Paris, 1841. 8vo. — From 
the Author. 

A Description of the English Province of Carolana, by the Spaniards 
called Florida, and by the French La Louisiane, &c. By Daniel 
Coxe, Esq. London, 1722. (Reprint. St. Louis, 1840.) 8vo. 
From M. Lewis Clarke, of St. Louis. 

Memoir of the Geological Survey of the State of Delaware, &c. By 
James C. Booth, &c. &c. Dover, 1841. 8vo. — From the Au- 
thor. 

Letter to S. J. Peters, Esq. on the Improvement of the Navigation of 
the Mississippi. By Albert Stein. 1841. 8vo.— From Mr. 
William K. Robertson. 

Letter to the Hon. Henry Clay, President of the American Coloni- 
zation Society, &c. &c. By R. R. Gurley. London, 1841. 
8vo. — From Mr. Petty Vaughan. 

An Exposition of some of the Doctrines of the Latin Grammar. By 
Gessner Harrison, M.D., Professor, &c. Part 1. Charlottes- 
ville, 1839. — From the Author. 

Supplementary Report on Meteorology. By James D. Forbes, Esq., 
F.R.S., &c. &c. London, 1841. 8vo. — From the Author. 

Memoir of the Rev. Charles Nisbet, D.D., late President of Dickin- 
son College. By Samuel Miller, D.D., Professor, &c. &c. New 
York, 1840. 12mo. — From the Author. 

Memoir of the Rev. John Rodgers, D.D., late Pastor, &c. &c, New 
York. By Samuel Miller, D.D., Professor, &c. &c. Philadel- 
phia, 1840. 16mo. — From the Author. 

Remarks on the Present State of the Evidence in regard to the 
Larvae of the Hessian Fly. By B. H. Coates, M.D. August, 
1841. 16mo. — From the Author. 

A Practical Description of Herron's Patent Trellis Railway Struc- 
ture, &c. &c. By James Herron, Civil Engineer. Philadelphia, 
1841. 4to. — From the Author. 

A Description of Ithiel Town's Improvement in the Principle, &c. 
of Bridges, Roads, &c. By Ithiel Town. New York, 1839. 
4to. — From the Author. 

Description of an entire Head and various other Bones of the Masto- 
don, recently presented to the Society by some of its Members. 
ByW. E.Horner, M.D. and I. Hays, M.D. 1841. 4to — From 
the Authors. 
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On the Evaporative Power of Different Kinds of Coal. Edinburgh, 
1841. 8vo. — From Major Bache, U. S. Engineers. 

Geography of Great Britain and Ireland, in Chinese. — From Dr. 
Diver. 

FOR THE CABINET. 

A Lithographic Portrait of Mr. Hassler, Superintendent of the U. S. 
Coast Survey. — From Mr. Vaughan. 

The copies of the work of Admiral Schischkow, transmitted 
for distribution by the Imperial Academy of St. Petersburg, 
were ordered to be sent to the University of Harvard, Mass.; 
the University of Virginia; the Philadelphia Library; and the 
National Institution at Washington. 



Stated Meeting, September 17. 

Present, twenty-two members. 

Dr. Chapman, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Letters were received and read — 

From the Rev. Charles Gutzlaff, dated Macao, March 16, 
1840, making acknowledgments for the honour of his election 
to membership, and giving information as to his progress in 
the preparation of the Chinese Dictionary and Grammar: — 

From the Royal Academy of Sciences, Institute of France, 
dated July 5, 1841 ; the Royal Society of Edinburgh, dated De- 
cember 7, 1840; the Royal Asiatic Society, without date; the 
Royal Academy of Sciences of Gottingen, dated April 2, 1841; 
and the Royal Academy of Sciences of Berlin, dated July 15, 
and August 10, 1840; transmitting donations to the Library, 
and acknowledging the receipt of the Transactions and Pro- 
ceedings of the Society: — 

From the Hon. C. C. Cambreleng, Minister to Russia, dated 
St. Petersburg, June 19, 1841, transmitting, at the request of 
Admiral Krusenstern, a copy of his Charts of the Pacific 
Ocean : — 



